SADDLEWORTH VILLAGE OLYMPICS TENNIS RULES
YEAR GROUPS 
Juniors: year groups 5 & 6. 
Seniors: year groups 7 & 8 and 9 & 10
3 age groups 
FORMAT 
· One team per age group per village. 
· Each doubles team can comprise up to four players, who can be rotated, but a player can only participate in 1 doubles team. 
· Year 6 children can be played up for year 7/8 event.  If they do so then they cannot play in the junior event as well.
· In Year 9/10 Mixed Doubles can be single sex if mixed not avaiable. This must be comunicated to the organisers on the day. 
· Events: 
o Girls Doubles 
o Boys Doubles 
o Mixed Doubles.  
RULES 
· LTA rules apply, unless excepted below.
· Serving CAN be over arm or underarm, whichever the player can do (this is to ensure that a reasonable rally can proceed) - this will especially be applicable to the junior age group.
· For the junior age group, the server can position themselves anywhere between the service line and service box, (this is to ensure that a reasonable rally can proceed)*. 
· For the junior age group stage 1 green dot tennis balls will be used, whilst for the senior age group standard yellow tennis balls will be used.
· The Tennis Tournament will be played on a round robin basis.  
· Each match will consist of 1 set of the best of 3 games (3 – 2, 4 – 1, or 5 – 0). 
· Killer Deuce to be played, with 2 options to be determined by the organisers on the day: 
o Deuce; Advantage; Game 
o Deuce; Advantage; Deuce; Game 
SCORING 
· Teams will be allocated 1 point for a win & 0 points for a loss. 
· Final positions in the league will determine medal allocation.  
· If there is a tie on points, then positions will be determined by the head to head match result between the teams in the round robin phase. 
· For the overall shields, 7 points will be allocated to the event winner, 6 to second etc. The sum of  the 3 events will determine the winner of the shield. 

UMPIRING 
The organisers welcome the help of volunteers to assist with the umpiring, if there is a shortage on the day of the event. Normally, senior children from the Tame Valley tennis club will be used.  As with other sports, the umpires decision will be final.
ORDER OF PLAY 
The number of teams must be submitted prior to the draw deadline (date & time to be advised). The draw will be made prior to the event. 
Organisers reserve the right to change the draw to assist in the running of the event.
NOTES 
The rule denoted with * have been determined through consultation with Mike Lightfoot, who is the coach at Tame Valley Tennis and squash club, who has suggested this alteration to the rules to encourage children to enjoy playing tennis and to take part in event. Spectators will be behind the fences, coaches will be expected to be courtside with the players to help with the smooth running of the event. 

